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With rainfall exceeding 100 millimetres forecast in several
provinces, flood warnings issued for major river basins and
landslide risks mounting, Sri Lanka faces another serious
test of its disaster preparedness. The developing cyclone in
the Bay of Bengal may not strike the island directly, but its
consequences could still be dangerous.

Sri Lanka enters Tuesday under the threat of worsening
weather as a powerful atmospheric system develops over
the Bay of Bengal, bringing the prospect of intense
rainfall, flooding, landslides and dangerous conditions at
sea. The Department of Meteorology has warned that the
deep depression is expected to intensify into a severe
cyclonic storm by Tuesday, although its projected path
does not indicate a direct strike on Sri Lanka.

The distinction offers limited comfort to communities
already vulnerable to flooding. Heavy rainfall exceeding
100 millimetres has been forecast in parts of the
Northern, Western, Sabaragamuwa, North-Western,
Central and Southern Provinces, while the authorities
have issued warnings concerning rising water levels in
several river basins. The Kelani River, Kalu Ganga and
Attanagalu Oya are among the waterways requiring
particular vigilance.

The National Building Research Organisation has also
issued landslide warnings affecting vulnerable areas,
including parts of Galle, Kalutara, Kegalle, Nuwara Eliya
and Ratnapura. For families living beneath unstable
hillsides, alongside overflowing waterways or in poorly
drained settlements, these warnings are not abstract
meteorological predictions. They represent the possibility
of losing homes, livelihoods and, potentially, lives.

The human cost of the prevailing adverse weather is
already considerable. Disaster figures covering the period
from 18 September to 26 October indicate 12 deaths, 25
injuries and more than 10,000 people affected. 

Hundreds of homes have suffered damage, while
disruptions to infrastructure and livelihoods have
compounded the difficulties confronting vulnerable
households.

The Disaster Management Centre says preparedness
measures are being activated across all 25 districts, with
emergency teams and rescue equipment positioned in
vulnerable areas. Fishing and maritime communities have
also been warned against entering dangerous stretches of
the Bay of Bengal as the developing storm strengthens.

Yet the central question is not simply whether warnings
have been issued. It is whether those warnings reach the 
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payment gateways, mobile banking applications, and
AI-driven credit assessment tools to expand financial
inclusion. However, as financial transactions move at
machine speed, the speed and scale of potential cyber
threats increase exponentially. Financial regulators face
the complex challenge of supervising complex
algorithmic systems that operate as black boxes, making
it difficult to assess how automated decisions are
reached during market stress or credit evaluations.

 
Building technological resilience inside the central bank
and commercial institutions requires significant
investment in specialized cybersecurity talent, threat
monitoring systems, and regulatory tech infrastructure.
Emerging threats like voice cloning and AI-generated
identity fraud target the weakest link in the security
chain: human trust. If  retail banking customers lose
faith in digital transaction security due to sophisticated
automated scams, the national push toward a cashless,
digital economy could suffer serious setbacks.
 
​Regulatory bodies must balance the encouragement of
financial technology innovation with unyielding
systemic risk management. Establishing clear ethical
guidelines for AI usage, mandating independent
algorithmic audits, and ensuring human intervention
mechanisms remain active across critical financial
networks will be essential. As Sri Lanka modernizes its
financial infrastructure, proactive technological
governance will prove just as vital as traditional
monetary policy in preserving economic stability.

people whose lives depend upon them, whether
evacuation arrangements are practical and whether local
authorities possess the resources to respond before
disaster strikes.

Sri Lanka has endured enough floods and landslides to
understand that weather forecasting alone does not save
lives. 

Effective drainage, functioning early-warning systems,
safe evacuation centres and properly coordinated
emergency responses are essential. Particular attention
must be paid to elderly residents, people with disabilities,
plantation communities and families living in areas where
evacuation may be difficult.

The government cannot control the weather. It can,
however, be held accountable for the effectiveness of its
preparations and the speed of its response. Local
authorities must ensure that drains and waterways are
cleared, vulnerable settlements monitored and emergency
assistance made available without bureaucratic delay.

Be that as it may, the true measure of disaster management
is not how accurately officials predict the rain, but how
many lives are protected before the waters rise.

IMF TECH CHIEF WARNS

CENTRAL BANKS ON AI

RISKS TO FINANCIAL

SYSTEM STABILITY

IMF TECH CHIEF WARNS

CENTRAL BANKS ON AI

RISKS TO FINANCIAL

SYSTEM STABILITY

Delivering a keynote address at the Central Bank of Sri
Lanka, International Monetary Fund Chief Information
Officer Shirin Hamid issued a clear warning regarding the
rapid deployment of artificial intelligence across
commercial banking and regulatory systems. 

While AI tools offer unprecedented capabilities in fraud
detection, credit scoring, and automated customer service,
they also introduce novel systemic risks, including
deepfake financial impersonation, automated market
manipulation, and algorithmic cyber vulnerabilities.
Central banks were urged to maintain strict human
oversight and robust governance frameworks to prevent
emerging technologies from undermining public trust in
financial institutions.
 
The financial services sector in Sri Lanka has increasingly
embraced digital transformation, integrating automated 
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In conflict zones across the globe, traditional state
infrastructure collapses rapidly under military
bombardments and blockades. 

When formal municipal services cease to function,
informal networks organized by local women step in to
establish community kitchens, manage clandestine
medical clinics, and protect vulnerable children. Despite
operating under extreme personal danger and acute
resource scarcity, these grass-roots women’s
organizations form the true operational backbone of
civilian survival in active war zones.

However, international humanitarian funding
structures routinely bypass these local female-led
responder networks. Global aid allocations flow
primarily to large international non-governmental
organizations, leaving ground-level civilian groups
operating on micro-donations and volunteer labor.
Furthermore, despite carrying the physical burden of
emergency response, women remain overwhelmingly
excluded from formal peace negotiations and ceasefire
discussions mediated by international diplomats.
 
Empowering women in conflict zones requires
international humanitarian bodies to redirect direct
funding and logistics support to local grass-roots
networks. True peacebuilding demands that the women
who risk their lives holding communities together
during war are given central seats at the political tables
where peace agreements are negotiated. Recognizing
and funding frontline female responders is not just a
humanitarian obligation; it is a fundamental
prerequisite for building lasting global peace.

 

 

internal security concerns is a perpetual balancing act for
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Domestic industries
cannot afford a sudden disruption in tariff  preferences,
meaning parliamentary committees will have to accelerate
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Navigating this trade diplomacy requires the government
to balance domestic political priorities with international
regulatory expectations. Drafting legislation that satisfies
European human rights benchmarks while managing
internal security concerns is a perpetual balancing act for
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Domestic industries
cannot afford a sudden disruption in tariff  preferences,
meaning parliamentary committees will have to accelerate
statutory reviews to align local laws with international
commitments.
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Following high-level talks between Sri Lankan
parliamentary leadership and the European Parliament in
Brussels, the political calculus surrounding Sri Lanka’s
trade status has entered a crucial phase. 

The co-chaired EU-Sri Lanka Inter-Parliamentary
Meeting focused heavily on economic stabilization, GSP+
compliance, and governance reforms. European
representatives commended the island's post-recovery
trajectory while quietly reminding Colombo that
continued tariff-free market access remains strictly
conditional on institutional adherence to human rights,
labor laws, and anti-corruption frameworks.

 
For the administration, maintaining GSP+ benefits is
non-negotiable. European markets absorb a massive share
of Sri Lankan apparel, tea, and processed agricultural
exports, generating essential foreign currency earnings. 

However, European policymakers operate under strict
domestic mandates that tie economic concessions to
tangible legislative metrics. When Sri Lankan officials
request extended trade support or Paris Club debt
restructuring backing, European delegates counter by
scrutinizing domestic statutory reforms, criminal justice
procedures, and anti-terrorism legislation.
 
Navigating this trade diplomacy requires the government
to balance domestic political priorities with international
regulatory expectations. Drafting legislation that satisfies
European human rights benchmarks while managing 

FRONTLINE RESILIENCE:

WOMEN BEAR THE BRUNT

AND LEAD RELIEF IN

GLOBAL CONFLICTS

FRONTLINE RESILIENCE:

WOMEN BEAR THE BRUNT

AND LEAD RELIEF IN

GLOBAL CONFLICTS

Marking the 81st anniversary of the United Nations, a
comprehensive UN global report revealed that women are
consistently the first to suffer under military sieges while
simultaneously serving as the primary frontline
responders in active conflict zones such as Sudan, Gaza,
and Eastern DR Congo. 

The report highlights a stark humanitarian paradox:
while civilian women face disproportionate risks of
displacement, targeted violence, and loss of healthcare,
community-led women's networks manage over sixty
percent of grass-roots emergency food distribution,
medical triage, and shelter coordination in besieged areas
where international aid agencies cannot reach.
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​International Atomic Energy Agency Director General
Rafael Grossi recently took to the podium with the
uncomfortable task of reminding the world that
watching a country enrich uranium without functioning
cameras is a bit like monitoring a bank vault through a
keyhole. His urgent appeal for Iran to reinstate top-tier
nuclear inspectors came with a clear warning: the global
non-proliferation architecture is not just cracking; it is
holding together by little more than diplomatic
etiquette. With access to key enrichment sites at Natanz
and Fordow severely curtailed, the UN nuclear
watchdog finds itself  operating in a hazardous blind
spot while centrifuge cascades spin uninterrupted in the
background.
 
To understand how global diplomacy reached this
impasse, one must trace the long, slow unraveling of the
2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. What was
once designed as a multi-lateral triumph of verification
began disintegrating when unilateral sanctions were
reimposed, 
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buy short-term leverage at negotiating tables, but it leaves
the rest of the world watching a ticking clock with no idea
how many minutes are left. Until raw technical
transparency replaces geopolitical gamesmanship, the
IAEA will remain stuck in the thankless role of issuing
stern press releases while the centrifuges keep spinning.

The action prompted immediate objections from
monastic councils, who argued that decisions
regarding a monk's robes belong strictly to the
Mahanayake Theras and the respective Nikayas
rather than prison officials. 
 
In response, the government issued an extraordinary
gazette updating Department of Prisons Standing
Orders. Under the new framework, the
Commissioner General of Prisons must consult the
Department of Buddhist Affairs and the relevant
Nikaya within specified timeframes before altering a
monk’s attire, while extending similar procedural
considerations to clergy of other faiths. By
formalizing this ten-day consultation window, the
administration sought to establish a predictable,
codified compromise that respects religious custom
without surrendering state custody. The government
made it quite clear that there was no special class of
people within prison. If  convicted they were all one.
 
Simultaneously, the controversy spilled beyond
prison walls and directly into the public spaces of the
capital. A group of Buddhist monks and supporters
initiated a multi-day satyagraha at Viharamahadevi
Park, demanding his immediate release and erecting
display boards and temporary structures near the
park’s Buddha statue. The situation escalated when
the Colombo Municipal Council attempted to
dismantle the unsanctioned installations, leading to
tense confrontations on the ground. Municipal
officials maintained that while peaceful expression is
protected, allowing unauthorized physical structures
on public parkland undermines urban governance
and sets a hazardous precedent for public land
management. 
 
The judiciary stepped in decisively to restore order,
issuing a clear court order prohibiting protesters from
obstructing access to the park or maintaining illegal
setups. The court made it clear that while citizens
possess the right to assembly, public parks cannot be
transformed into permanent, unregulated protest
encampments that infringe upon the rights of the
wider citizenry. 
 
By enforcing penal provisions against those defying
the order, the magistrate reinforced the principle that
municipal bylaws apply universally, regardless of the
cause or the robes worn by those assembled. 
 
These twin episodes illustrate the delicate walk
required of a modern democratic state. On one hand,
updating outdated prison standing orders
demonstrates an administrative willingness to
accommodate genuine cultural sensitivities through
formal legal channels rather than arbitrary executive
favors. 
 
On the other hand, the firm judicial and municipal
stance at Viharamahadevi Park confirms that public
spaces and the rule of law cannot be compromised by
emotional pressure campaigns. 
 
Ultimately, upholding institutional integrity requires
the state to remain entirely blind to titles and status,
ensuring that whether inside a prison cell or across a
public park, written code and equal protection
remain the final authority.

THE FRAILTY OF ATOMIC...

prompting Tehran to incrementally dismantle its
compliance commitments over consecutive years.
Sabotage incidents at enrichment plants, targeted
assassinations of nuclear scientists, and recent regional
strikes on nuclear infrastructure have only accelerated this
downward spiral. Rather than forcing concessions, years
of covert warfare and economic pressure have simply
pushed Iran’s nuclear program deeper underground and
further away from international oversight, turning a
structured regulatory framework into an unmonitored
guessing game.
 
For the rest of the world, this intelligence blackout is far
more than a localized Middle Eastern headache. When a
major threshold state restricts IAEA inspectors while
pushing enrichment purity toward the ninety percent
weapons-grade mark, it sends shockwaves through the
global non-proliferation treaty network. Neighboring
states, suddenly stripped of empirical reassurance that
their rival is not building a warhead, face intense
domestic pressure to kickstart their own latent nuclear
capabilities. A breakdown in Natanz directly threatens to
trigger a multi-polar nuclear arms race across volatile
regional blocs, proving that when international
verification mechanisms fail, global security devolves into
a nerve-wracking standoff where miscalculation becomes
statistically inevitable.
 
From the perspective of non-aligned nations like Sri
Lanka, this standoff highlights the dangerous fragility of
an international order governed by selective enforcement.
As a state party to the Treaty on the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons and a steadfast advocate for global
disarmament, Sri Lanka views the erosion of IAEA
oversight with deep concern. The breakdown in
verification protocols exposes a stark double standard:
while non-nuclear states are routinely pressured to forgo
peaceful atomic energy technologies, major geopolitical
players continue to engage in brinkmanship that
threatens global maritime trade routes and energy
pricing. For a developing island economy attempting to
stabilize its financial recovery, an unmonitored nuclear
crisis in the Middle East is not a distant academic debate;
it is an immediate threat to global oil markets, shipping
lanes, and economic stability.
 
This inspection blackout does not exist in a geopolitical
vacuum; it unfolds against a background of heightened
regional tensions and stalled diplomatic negotiations.
With the UN Security Council formally alerted to non-
compliance, operating without accredited IAEA
inspectors on the ground removes the only neutral buffer
standing between diplomatic posturing and military
miscalculation. In a landscape where intelligence reports
are routinely weaponized and technical ambiguity breeds
paranoia, turning off  the IAEA’s cameras effectively
forces the international community to trade empirical
verification for dangerous guesswork. Until Tehran and
Western powers return to the negotiating table to restore
these verification safeguards, the region remains trapped
in a high-stakes game of nuclear chicken, where a single
intelligence misstep could easily trigger the very military
confrontation both sides claim to avoid.
 
Resolving this high-stakes nuclear standoff demands that
all parties step back from the illusion that sanctions,
covert sabotage, or military posture can permanently
erase technical know-how. Pushing nuclear programs
deep underground while cutting off  camera feeds might 

ROBES, REASONS, AND

PUBLIC PARKS: THE

PRISONS DEPARTMENT

AND THE COURTS

NAVIGATE SACRED

SENSITIVITIES

ROBES, REASONS, AND

PUBLIC PARKS: THE

PRISONS DEPARTMENT

AND THE COURTS

NAVIGATE SACRED

SENSITIVITIES

Navigating the intersection where state authority meets
ecclesiastical tradition is rarely straightforward in Sri
Lanka, but recent developments involving the
imprisonment of Galagoda Aththe Gnanasara have
brought that delicate friction into sharp focus. 

What began as a standard enforcement of penal procedures
quickly escalated into a multi-front administrative
balancing act, encompassing extraordinary gazette
notifications from the Ministry of Justice, firm municipal
enforcement at Viharamahadevi Park, and clear judicial
boundaries drawn by the courts. Together, these unfolding
events highlight the immense difficulty the state faces when
trying to maintain procedural equality without igniting
deep-seated social and religious sensibilities.

The initial political flashpoint emerged when prison
authorities removed Gnanasara’smonastic robes upon his
remand under long-standing departmental regulations that
mandate standard prison attire for all inmates. 
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This delicate policy of providing strictly life-saving medical
aid while withholding commercial logistics reflects Sri
Lanka’s broader strategy of non-alignment amid great
power rivalry. The southern maritime corridor has
increasingly transformed into a friction point; earlier this
year in March, the sinking of the Iranian frigate IRIS Dena
by a US submarine in international waters near Sri Lanka
resulted in the death of over 100 sailors and required the Sri
Lanka Navy to pull 32 survivors from the ocean.
 
​As the naval blockade holds the tanker fleet in
administrative limbo, Colombo’s foreign policy apparatus
faces an ongoing test of endurance. Navigating the space
between humanitarian duty and economic self-preservation
demands absolute precision. By honoring maritime search
and rescue obligations without crossing into commercial
support, Sri Lanka is attempting to uphold international
law while keeping its economic recovery shielded from
Washington's sanctions apparatus.

funneled directly into state hospitals. Innocent
citizens who relied on the public healthcare system
were exposed to severe adverse reactions, organ
complications, and tragic, preventable deaths because
those holding power chose to bypass safety protocols
for sub-standard medical supplies. 

No amount of legal maneuvering, financial bonds, or
delayed installments can ever compensate for the
immense human cost inflicted on the people of this
country. While the Supreme Court’s travel bans and
financial penalties enforce vital legal consequences,
the broader moral verdict has long been sealed across
the island. Families who lost loved ones to
compromised injections, patients whose health was
ruined by fraudulent drugs, and a public that
watched its healthcare system exploited from within
will not forget. The nation will forever hold this
betrayal in its collective memory, ensuring that the
atrocities committed against vulnerable citizens are
neither minimized nor forgiven by history.
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​When emergency medical distress calls echoed over the
Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre at dawn last
saturday, the Sri Lanka Navy found itself  thrust back
onto the front lines of an escalating geopolitical
confrontation unfolding just off  its southern coastline.
Forty Iranian sailors, suffering from severe medical
conditions after being marooned at sea for months,
required immediate evacuation from merchant vessels
anchored roughly 24 nautical miles off  Galle. Working
through diplomatic channels facilitated by the Iranian
Embassy in Colombo, Sri Lankan naval units executed a
swift humanitarian transfer through the Port of Galle,
delivering the ill seafarers to shore for urgent medical
treatment before orchestrating their prompt air
repatriation to Tehran. 

 
For Colombo, the presence of US-sanctioned tankers on
its maritime doorstep presents an intricate diplomatic
tightrope walk. Under international maritime
conventions, Sri Lanka is legally and morally bound to
render assistance to seafarers in distress. However,
Washington’s stern warnings regarding secondary
sanctions against any entity providing commercial, fuel,
or logistical support to sanctioned Iranian vessels have
forced Sri Lankan authorities to adopt an
uncompromising policy of operational caution. The
government has firmly refused to supply commercial
provisioning, refueling services, or logistical clearance to
the stranded fleet, relying instead on continuous aerial
reconnaissance and naval patrol boat deployments to
monitor the ships’ movements. 
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​In a stern judicial reminder that state-sanctioned impunity
has its limits, the Supreme Court issued an immediate travel
ban on the controversial former Health Minister
KeheliyaRambukwella and four former high-ranking
officials in connection with ongoing contempt of court
proceedings. The directive, issued forthwith to the
Controller General of Immigration and Emigration, shuts
down any prospect of foreign travel for those held
accountable in one of the most tragic public health scandals
in Sri Lanka’s history. Presided over by a three-judge bench
headed by Chief Justice Preethi Padman Surasena, the
court ordered the respondents released on bail upon
furnishing personal bonds of Rs. 50 million each, while
granting them a strict three-month window from today to
pay the heavy financial compensation previously ordered by
the court. 
 
The contempt proceedings, initiated by Transparency
International Sri Lanka (TISL), stem from the respondents'
failure to comply with the apex court’s milestone judgment
delivered on March 27. In case No. SC/FR/65/2023, the
court ordered Rambukwella to personally pay Rs. 75
million to the state treasury, while former Ministry
Secretary Janaka Chandragupta, former NMRA Chairman
Prof. S.D. Jayaratne, former NMRA Chief Executive
Officer Dr. Vijith Gunasekara, and the former Director of
the Medical Supplies Division were each ordered to pay Rs.
50 million. That judgment formally established their direct
responsibility in violating fundamental rights through
corrupt, bypassed procurement channels under an
emergency Indian credit line. When those ordered to pay
failed to meet the court’s directives, TISL moved under the
law to demand that public accountability be enforced
without delay. 
 
The background to these proceedings represents a dark
chapter in public administration. Under the pretext of
national drug shortages, regulatory safeguards built to test
and verify pharmaceutical imports were systematically
ignored. Spurious, unverified shipments containing fake
human immunoglobulin and non-sterile mixtures were
cleared through customs using forged documentation and 
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In what history will record as one of the most
astonishing political comebacks of the modern era,
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva’s victory at the polls
cements his position as the defining figure of 21st-
century Brazilian politics. Decades after his first rise
as a trade union leader, and years after his
imprisonment in a corruption scandal that shook the
continent, Lula’s return to power reflects a deeply
polarized nation choosing seasoned welfare-state
pragmatism over hard-right populism. Yet, the
victory margin was razor-thin. 
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THE RETURN OF LULA ...

His return does not represent a unanimous embrace of
the Workers’ Party (PT), but rather a calculated coalition
of democratic defense assembled to counter the systemic
institutional erosion witnessed under his predecessor. 
 
Lula won because he successfully positioned himself  as
the ultimate guarantor of democratic guardrails,
assembling a broad front that stretched from left-wing
activists to conservative free-market technocrats. For
millions of working-class Brazilians, his legacy of lifting
over thirty million people out of poverty during his
previous terms remained a powerful memory amid rising
inflation, hunger, and economic precarity. However, the
political environment he inherits is radically different
from the commodity-boom years of his early presidency.
He faces a deeply conservative Congress, entrenched
opposition at the state governor level, and a fractured
electorate where ideological tribalism often overrides
institutional norms. 
 
Central to Brazil’s political identity is its fraught,
decades-long battle against systemic corruption—a
battlefield defined by powerful local and international
actors. Domestically, Brazil has been fighting the
Centrão, an influential, ideologically fluid bloc in
Congress that traditionally trades legislative votes for
unchecked access to secret state budgets and ministry
appointments. Simultaneously, the country continues to
grapple with the complex legacy of Operação Lava Jato
(Operation Car Wash). What began as the most
ambitious anti-corruption probe in Latin American
history, exposing billions in kickbacks between state oil
giant Petrobras and major construction conglomerates
like Odebrecht, eventually collapsed under the weight of
its own judicial overreach and political weaponization.
 
Internationally, Brazil’s fight against financial crime
involves navigating complex networks. Financial
intelligence agencies, including the Federal Police and the
Council for Financial Activities Control (COAF),
routinely coordinate with the US Department of Justice
and Swiss federal prosecutors to track offshore money
laundering and illegal corporate cartels. Yet, this
international web raises uncomfortable questions about
state sovereignty and the politicization of justice. Can an
anti-corruption framework remain truly independent
when judicial figures use prosecutorial power to influence
election outcomes? How can Brazil build robust
institutional integrity when the very mechanism meant to
cleanse the state of corruption ends up discrediting the
legal system itself ? 
 
For the wider world, the significance of Lula’s return
extends far beyond Latin America’s borders. As the
steward of sixty percent of the Amazon rainforest,
Brazil’s executive leadership is directly tied to global
climate survival. Lula’s commitment to zero deforestation
and strict environmental enforcement marks a sharp
departure from years of unchecked exploitation by illegal
logging and mining syndicates. Geopolitically, his return
signals the revival of a fiercely independent, non-aligned
foreign policy. As a leading voice in the expanded BRICS
bloc, Brazil will push for multi-polar trade frameworks,
global tax reform, and a stronger diplomatic role for the
Global South in international conflict resolution.
 
Ultimately, Lula’s return poses a fundamental question
for modern democracies: Can a leader rebuild public trust
in state institutions when those same institutions were
previously weaponized and degraded? 

As Brazil attempts to balance fiscal credibility,
environmental preservation, and structural anti-corruption
reform, the world will be watching closely. If  Lula succeeds
in governing across ideological lines, Brazil could offer a
masterclass in democratic resilience; if  he fails, the resulting
instability will reverberate far beyond Brazil.
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When Lanka IOC and Sinopec quietly revised the price of
Octane 95 petrol upward by Rs. 20, pushing the retail cost
from Rs. 475 to Rs. 495 per litre at midnight, the
notification felt painfully familiar. High-octane fuel may
serve a specific segment of motorists and commercial
operators, but in a fragile economy, price increases at the
pump filter rapidly into transport logistics, small business
margins, and broader cost-of-living pressures. What makes
this latest adjustment particularly frustrating for the public
is not merely the arithmetic of a monthly pricing formula,
but the overwhelming sense that citizens are once again
shouting into an administrative void while executive
decisions pass every economic burden straight down to the
consumer.
 
The administration’s defense of automatic, formula-driven
pricing relies on the argument of fiscal necessity and cost
reflection. Removing political interference from energy
procurement was supposed to stop state entities like the
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation from accumulating
disastrous balance-sheet losses. Yet, an economic policy
that relies entirely on passing raw market shocks directly to
the public without building protective buffers reveals a total
lack of empathy and strategic foresight. For all the official
rhetoric surrounding economic stabilization and structural
reform, the government has failed to establish a dedicated
fuel stabilization fund or utilize flexible tax adjustments to
cushion households when global oil markets or landing
costs fluctuate.
 
This reliance on mechanical price hikes exposes a troubling
administrative posture. When global oil prices drop,
consumers wait weeks for marginal relief  that is often eaten
up by state levies; when costs tick upward, retail prices
spike overnight without hesitation. Citizens attempting to
air their grievances, demand transparency on fuel tax
breakdowns, or ask why alternative public transit solutions
remain stalled are met with cold, technocratic press releases.
Public frustration is no longer just about the money lost at
the pump; it is born from the exhausting realization that
their daily struggles are being answered by a government
that appears deaf to the human cost of its economic
decisions.
 
Navigating energy security requires genuine governance, not
passive ledger management. Rebuilding public trust
demands proactive fiscal buffers, targeted tax relief  during
international price surges, and a willingness by the executive
to listen to a populace pushed to its financial limit. Until
the current administration chooses to engage with citizens
rather than hiding behind automated formulas, every
midnight price revision will continue to reinforce the bitter
feeling that the public is bearing the entire weight of
recovery alone while speaking to a completely indifferent
state.
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	Navigating this trade diplomacy requires the government to balance domestic political priorities with international regulatory expectations. Drafting legislation that satisfies European human rights benchmarks while managing internal security concerns is a perpetual balancing act for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Domestic industries cannot afford a sudden disruption in tariff preferences, meaning parliamentary committees will have to accelerate statutory reviews to align local laws with international commitments.
	When formal municipal services cease to function, informal networks organized by local women step in to establish community kitchens, manage clandestine medical clinics, and protect vulnerable children. Despite operating under extreme personal danger and acute resource scarcity, these grass-roots women’s organizations form the true operational backbone of civilian survival in active war zones.
	However, international humanitarian funding structures routinely bypass these local female-led responder networks. Global aid allocations flow primarily to large international non-governmental organizations, leaving ground-level civilian groups operating on micro-donations and volunteer labor. Furthermore, despite carrying the physical burden of emergency response, women remain overwhelmingly excluded from formal peace negotiations and ceasefire discussions mediated by international diplomats.
	Empowering women in conflict zones requires international humanitarian bodies to redirect direct funding and logistics support to local grass-roots networks. True peacebuilding demands that the women who risk their lives holding communities together during war are given central seats at the political tables where peace agreements are negotiated. Recognizing and funding frontline female responders is not just a humanitarian obligation; it is a fundamental prerequisite for building lasting global peace.
	For the administration, maintaining GSP+ benefits is non-negotiable. European markets absorb a massive share of Sri Lankan apparel, tea, and processed agricultural exports, generating essential foreign currency earnings.
	However, European policymakers operate under strict domestic mandates that tie economic concessions to tangible legislative metrics. When Sri Lankan officials request extended trade support or Paris Club debt restructuring backing, European delegates counter by scrutinizing domestic statutory reforms, criminal justice procedures, and anti-terrorism legislation.
	Navigating this trade diplomacy requires the government to balance domestic political priorities with international regulatory expectations. Drafting legislation that satisfies European human rights benchmarks while managing

	FRONTLINE RESILIENCE: WOMEN BEAR THE BRUNT AND LEAD RELIEF IN GLOBAL CONFLICTS
	THE FRAILTY OF ATOMIC DIPLOMACY: WHY DITCHING INTERNATIONAL INSPECTORS INVITES GLOBAL MISCALCULATION
	To understand how global diplomacy reached this impasse, one must trace the long, slow unraveling of the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. What was once designed as a multi-lateral triumph of verification began disintegrating when unilateral sanctions were reimposed,
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	THE FRAILTY OF ATOMIC...
	In response, the government issued an extraordinary gazette updating Department of Prisons Standing Orders. Under the new framework, the Commissioner General of Prisons must consult the Department of Buddhist Affairs and the relevant Nikaya within specified timeframes before altering a monk’s attire, while extending similar procedural considerations to clergy of other faiths. By formalizing this ten-day consultation window, the administration sought to establish a predictable, codified compromise that respects religious custom without surrendering state custody. The government made it quite clear that there was no special class of people within prison. If convicted they were all one.
	Simultaneously, the controversy spilled beyond prison walls and directly into the public spaces of the capital. A group of Buddhist monks and supporters initiated a multi-day satyagraha at Viharamahadevi Park, demanding his immediate release and erecting display boards and temporary structures near the park’s Buddha statue. The situation escalated when the Colombo Municipal Council attempted to dismantle the unsanctioned installations, leading to tense confrontations on the ground. Municipal officials maintained that while peaceful expression is protected, allowing unauthorized physical structures on public parkland undermines urban governance and sets a hazardous precedent for public land management.
	The judiciary stepped in decisively to restore order, issuing a clear court order prohibiting protesters from obstructing access to the park or maintaining illegal setups. The court made it clear that while citizens possess the right to assembly, public parks cannot be transformed into permanent, unregulated protest encampments that infringe upon the rights of the wider citizenry.
	By enforcing penal provisions against those defying the order, the magistrate reinforced the principle that municipal bylaws apply universally, regardless of the cause or the robes worn by those assembled.
	These twin episodes illustrate the delicate walk required of a modern democratic state. On one hand, updating outdated prison standing orders demonstrates an administrative willingness to accommodate genuine cultural sensitivities through formal legal channels rather than arbitrary executive favors.
	On the other hand, the firm judicial and municipal stance at Viharamahadevi Park confirms that public spaces and the rule of law cannot be compromised by emotional pressure campaigns.
	Ultimately, upholding institutional integrity requires the state to remain entirely blind to titles and status, ensuring that whether inside a prison cell or across a public park, written code and equal protection remain the final authority.


	ROBES, REASONS, AND PUBLIC PARKS: THE PRISONS DEPARTMENT AND THE COURTS NAVIGATE SACRED SENSITIVITIES
	The initial political flashpoint emerged when prison authorities removed Gnanasara’smonastic robes upon his remand under long-standing departmental regulations that mandate standard prison attire for all inmates.
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	HUMANITARIAN DUTY VS. US SANCTIONS: 40 IRANIAN SEAFARERS RESCUED OFF GALLE
	​As the naval blockade holds the tanker fleet in administrative limbo, Colombo’s foreign policy apparatus faces an ongoing test of endurance. Navigating the space between humanitarian duty and economic self-preservation demands absolute precision. By honoring maritime search and rescue obligations without crossing into commercial support, Sri Lanka is attempting to uphold international law while keeping its economic recovery shielded from Washington's sanctions apparatus.
	No amount of legal maneuvering, financial bonds, or delayed installments can ever compensate for the immense human cost inflicted on the people of this country. While the Supreme Court’s travel bans and financial penalties enforce vital legal consequences, the broader moral verdict has long been sealed across the island. Families who lost loved ones to compromised injections, patients whose health was ruined by fraudulent drugs, and a public that watched its healthcare system exploited from within will not forget. The nation will forever hold this betrayal in its collective memory, ensuring that the atrocities committed against vulnerable citizens are neither minimized nor forgiven by history.
	For Colombo, the presence of US-sanctioned tankers on its maritime doorstep presents an intricate diplomatic tightrope walk. Under international maritime conventions, Sri Lanka is legally and morally bound to render assistance to seafarers in distress. However, Washington’s stern warnings regarding secondary sanctions against any entity providing commercial, fuel, or logistical support to sanctioned Iranian vessels have forced Sri Lankan authorities to adopt an uncompromising policy of operational caution. The government has firmly refused to supply commercial provisioning, refueling services, or logistical clearance to the stranded fleet, relying instead on continuous aerial reconnaissance and naval patrol boat deployments to monitor the ships’ movements.

	TRAVEL BANS AND BAIL BONDS: SUPREME COURT BARS KEHELIYA AND ALLIES FROM FLEEING JUSTICE
	The contempt proceedings, initiated by Transparency International Sri Lanka (TISL), stem from the respondents' failure to comply with the apex court’s milestone judgment delivered on March 27. In case No. SC/FR/65/2023, the court ordered Rambukwella to personally pay Rs. 75 million to the state treasury, while former Ministry Secretary Janaka Chandragupta, former NMRA Chairman Prof. S.D. Jayaratne, former NMRA Chief Executive Officer Dr. Vijith Gunasekara, and the former Director of the Medical Supplies Division were each ordered to pay Rs. 50 million. That judgment formally established their direct responsibility in violating fundamental rights through corrupt, bypassed procurement channels under an emergency Indian credit line. When those ordered to pay failed to meet the court’s directives, TISL moved under the law to demand that public accountability be enforced without delay.
	The background to these proceedings represents a dark chapter in public administration. Under the pretext of national drug shortages, regulatory safeguards built to test and verify pharmaceutical imports were systematically ignored. Spurious, unverified shipments containing fake human immunoglobulin and non-sterile mixtures were cleared through customs using forged documentation and
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	OCTANE 95 RISES AGAIN: PRIVATE DISTRIBUTORS ADJUST RATES WHILE STATE MESSAGING FALTERS
	The administration’s defense of automatic, formula-driven pricing relies on the argument of fiscal necessity and cost reflection. Removing political interference from energy procurement was supposed to stop state entities like the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation from accumulating disastrous balance-sheet losses. Yet, an economic policy that relies entirely on passing raw market shocks directly to the public without building protective buffers reveals a total lack of empathy and strategic foresight. For all the official rhetoric surrounding economic stabilization and structural reform, the government has failed to establish a dedicated fuel stabilization fund or utilize flexible tax adjustments to cushion households when global oil markets or landing costs fluctuate.
	This reliance on mechanical price hikes exposes a troubling administrative posture. When global oil prices drop, consumers wait weeks for marginal relief that is often eaten up by state levies; when costs tick upward, retail prices spike overnight without hesitation. Citizens attempting to air their grievances, demand transparency on fuel tax breakdowns, or ask why alternative public transit solutions remain stalled are met with cold, technocratic press releases. Public frustration is no longer just about the money lost at the pump; it is born from the exhausting realization that their daily struggles are being answered by a government that appears deaf to the human cost of its economic decisions.
	Navigating energy security requires genuine governance, not passive ledger management. Rebuilding public trust demands proactive fiscal buffers, targeted tax relief during international price surges, and a willingness by the executive to listen to a populace pushed to its financial limit. Until the current administration chooses to engage with citizens rather than hiding behind automated formulas, every midnight price revision will continue to reinforce the bitter feeling that the public is bearing the entire weight of recovery alone while speaking to a completely indifferent state.
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